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About the Grand River

The Grand River is the longest river in Michigan.
Starting in its headwaters near Jackson, it flows
north and west through mid-Michigan.

Dams and Areas of Caution Aquatic Invasive Species

Middle Grand River Water Trail

With an abundance of boat and kayak launches,
well-marked signs along its banks, curated
experiences, and wayfinding maps, MGROW has
assembled the resources users need to plan a trip
that matches their desired experience, skill level,

The Middle Grand River has 13 dams and caution zones.
All dams are hazardous and require careful navigation.
Most locations have portage paths or designated routes
where paddlers can carry their watercraft around obsta-
cles like dams or rapids. Never paddle over a dam, and

You can help stop the spread of aquatic invasive
species. Follow these steps before leaving a boat
launch:
® Clean and remove plants, debris, and mud from
all equipment.

Its watershed covers over 5,500 square miles
of land, 18 counties, and 158 townships.

follow signage for when and where to exit the river.

1 Smithville Dam: Use the portage path on river

® Drain water from canoes and kayaks and dry it

with a towel or leave it out of the water for 5 days.

and equipment along the 87-mile-long Middle
Grand River Water Trail.

MGROW, in partnership with the Tri-County

MIDDLE GRAND RIVER

WATER TRAIL

® Dry all equipment that comes into contact with
the river.

right (north).

2 State Street Dam: No portage. Exit at McArthur
Park (river right, northeast), and portage 1 mile
along city streets to Mill Pointe Park.

Regional Planning Commission, developed the
Middle Grand River Water Trail Development Plan
to guide the creation of a designated water trail on
the Middle Grand River. In late 2018, the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources selected it as
one of the first of eight designated water trails in
the state.

The Tri-County Regional Planning Commission
(Tri-County) is designated by the state as the
region's area wide water quality management
planning agency under the Clean Water Act and
is proud to help support MGROW and its efforts.
The planning agency offers a Virtual Trail Explorer

® Never release plants, fish, or animals into a

waterway unless it comes out of that body of
water.

Enjoy 87 miles of
river adventures in
your own backyard!

3 Eaton Rapids Sanitary Dam Site: Remnants of
dam exist. Passage possible in high water left of
island. Portage on river left (west).*

STOP AQUATIC
HITCHHIKERS!

Be AGood Steward. Clean. Drain. Dry.
StopAquaticHitchhikers.org

4 Pedestrian Bridge: High water creates entrapment
hazard. After heavy rain, avoid this area or portage.*  Leave No Trace
® Dispose of waste properly — packiit in, pack it
out. And clean up more while you can!

e | eave rocks, plants, and other natural objects as

5 Dimondale Dam Site: Rock weirs remain but
passage is possible in high water. Use floating
ramp and short portage on river right (north).*

6 Moores Dam: Portage on river right (south). you find therr?. What is the Middle Grand River? of the water trail and other regional trails. For
7 North Lansing Dam: Portage on river right (east). * \ljveilsdplffzt wildlife — do not harass or try to feed It is an 87-mile stretch of the Grand River between a 360-degree view of the river or to learn more

the city of Eaton Rapids and the village of Lyons with aboutTri-County's activities, visit mitcrpc.org.

a diverse mix of urban, suburban, and wild areas for
paddlers to enjoy. The Red Cedar, Looking Glass, and
Maple rivers are major tributaries that flow into the
Middle Grand River.

8 Delta Mills Dam Site: Dam remnants create a
small riffle, navigable for most paddlers. Access
site available just downstream on river left (south)*

® Be considerate of other visitors and let nature’s

sounds prevail. Get Involved!

The mission of the Middle Grand River
Organization of Watersheds (MGROW) is to
protect and preserve the history and the natural
resources of the Middle Grand River watershed by
promoting education, conservation, restoration,
and wise use of watershed resources.

9 Grand Ledge Dam: Portage on river left (south).

Take-out near the dam requires caution. Paddling Safety Checklist

Plan your route and share your plan
10 Portland Dam: Portage on river left (south). Boat ¢ y yourp

launch available upstream for paddle craft and
small powerboats.

e Pack appropriate gear for weather conditions
e Secure all gear and equipment

11 Webber Dam: Access on both sides. River left e Prepare for emergencies
(west) boat launch has poor downstream portage.

Use river right (east) for portage.

When you join MGROW, you support our efforts to
make the Middle Grand River a cleaner, safer, and
more accessible resource for the public, including
projects like this map.

e Wear your life vest
e Watch the weather
e Stay sober

12 Wagar Dam: Mandatory portage; dangerous for
unfamiliar paddlers. No portage route around the
dam or road access exists. Plan ahead to avoid it
and obtain property owner permission if possible.*

Join our efforts by visiting mgrow.org/join.

MGROW

13 Lyons Dam site: Removed dam remnants create
waves. Skilled paddlers may pass at high water on
river left (west). Marshy portage on river right
(east) is difficult.*

!¢

regional planning commission

MIDDLE GRAND RIVER
ORGANIZATION OF WATERSHEDS

*Areas of Caution mgrow.org mitcrpc.org
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